American Jews ought to take

By GEOFFREY A, BEAG

WO weels before he died, I asked my
E grandfather, 82-venr-old Nathan Berg,
whether he had aever voted for a Re-

publican. Although barely 4ble to hear, he im-
raediately, without adjusting the volume on hig
heartng aid or asking me to repeat the ques-
tion, replied, “no.™ When I joked that T was mn-
der the impression he had voted for Richard
Nixon “a couple of times” {in the same elec-
tion year), T thought He might hit me,

Like many Americans Jews of his genera-
tion, my grandfather was a self-deseribed “yel-
low dng Democrat” for several reasons, One
reason was that he was from Chicago, where
even the rich didn’t vote Republican, My
grandfather explained that for the most part,
Jews voted Democralic because of a perceived
Demoeratic commitment to social justics with
which Jews identified and which ineluded ar-
dent Zionism, through whieh Jews themselves
found justiee.

A few weels ago (bvo months following his
death), The New York Times published a sur-
prising poll that semenne in the Clinton admin-
istration seemns to have read. The poll showed:
that moest Americans (37 percent), view Isenel
“favorably.” On the other hand, the Falestine
Liberation Organization, currently incarnated

us the Palestinian Authority and ruling 97 per-

cent of the Palestinians in Judea, Samaria (the

West. Bank) and Gaza and recognized by the ;|

United Nitions as the “sole [egitimate repye-
sentative of the Palestinian people,” is viewed

unfavorably by 72 percent of those Americans E

poiled.

Wost surprisingly, however, was that a plu-
rality, 45 percent of Jewish Americans {com-
pared to only 38 percent of Americins as a”

whole), favor the creation of " Palestinian "~
homelang inthe accupied territories.” Such an

entity would, hy definiion, come at the ex.
pense of the Jewisli stateé and has long Been
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- been looking for under which he could tully 5

g ‘sui)pmiers in Americay g}li{i‘cs_ﬂmﬁ House
" Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-

t-Ga., and U.S. Sen.
Trent Lott, R-Miss, Gingrich held 3 news con-

ference last week to denounce administation

onicle 5/15/9%

l

~ouston Chr

/

“gden In Israell and American policy circles as

creating an existential threat to Israel

On May 5, ag the Clinton sdministration was
vigorously and publicly brying to Toree Israeli
Prime MinisterBenjamin Netanvahu 1o part
with 13.1 percent of the West Bank, Hillary
Clinton, the second half of President Clinton's
two-for-one team, pronounced that “Palestine”
ought to be o state. The rest of the adminisira-
tion feigned surprise at the comment and i
quickly distanced ftself from Mrs. Clinton’s re-
mark e oo .

. American Jews have supported Bil Clinton
through tve elections, voting for him in over-
whelming sumbers hoth times, Vice President

" Al Gore eovels the same support for his ex-
peeted run for the presidency in 2000. With Is-
rael under constént threat, the kov to Ameri-
can Jewish support has been, for the past 50
years, an expression oy Hie part of a candidate
of support for'an understanding of Tsrasl,
Countless candidates, including Clinton and
Gore, have made’ thet way inte Jewish neigh-
borhoods, dunned yarmulKes and pledged their

continuing support for laraél. One of the prom:’

ises Clinton madé was not to pressure Tsrael -
into accepting an American.formuia for peace,
an approach widely seen as disréspeetful (v
the swemi%nty.and dangerous
of a staunch demderatie’ally. - &
Ameritan Jewry’s apparent plurality sujpo
for the idéa of 4-*Paleslinian homaland” has -
apparently.in the éyes of tha administration: —

given the president the cover he'may have

to the security - tervitory. (a5 2
G e manded and proceed on o final Status talks,

Tiel InlB GvVing awiy miore soarege Tnd ham

© it feels it can spare, Tn trying to force Netan-

yahu to'trade 13 percent of the “West Bank” fo

“Yasser Arafst in exchange for the same prom-

ises Arafat Nas made since 1993 but has yet to
Keep, the Clinton sdminisiration is attempting
to- expioil the'perceived gap hetween American

“Jews and Jsmaell government poliey. The Clin-

lons are playing good coprbad cop, with Hillary
in the Jatter vole, - . . - -
The administration denies that there exists _

- sy ¢eordinaled strategy ab woric This from

the same White House which won Lwo elee-
tans Hy working at the pace of eaelr day's
news cycle; they know haw to send media
messages;” - '

“The fiming of Mrs. Clinton’s remarks and

“President! Clinten's frustration with Netan-

yahii'§:refusal'io accept kis dictales'is ne coin-
cidence. 1t ig meant to signal the Iaraeli prime
minlgter and hig conservative coalition that the
United States is on the verge of a new policy

@ reexamination,” lo use Secretary of Stafe
Madéleine Albright’s term), with what the _
president bielicves fo be the blessing of ai least

- gercent of American’s Jewish commurily.
-The-megsage is: Israel cai gither withdraw

from an-additional (37 percerit of West ‘Bank
territory: (as”Arafat and Clinton-have de-

o ik can wait an Mrs. Olinton's “Palesline™ fait

accoimpli. - o S

The Republican Party is presented here wilh
nique: apportunity; Lsrgel has o stronger-

altempts Lo force fstael D fccenang is plan
lor peace. The problem, explained Gringrich, is
that Tsrael lives untler coustant attack and
threal of atfack both frorm conventional war
afd Palestinian tervorism; thal threal is real

+ and should ot continie o be overloaked by

the adiministralion. Americans, the speaker

- emphasized, whe live in almost total peace and

security, shouldn't attempt fo dictate what ge-"
curify needs are to Iscael, a tiny demcratic
country which has been repeaiedly altacked in
wars of attempted extermination over (he hg'srt
5} years.
- Although my grandfuther might disngree,
Gingrich 15 no funl. As siseerely as he may
hold his pro-Tsrael views, the fact thal Tsrael
advocacy is no longer 8 Demuoenilic priority is
certainly notb lost on the speakes: American
Jews will not take comfort it Hillary Clinton's
statement. Whalever (e pell numbers; no ane
- Jew or gentlle — who understands Iseaeli
security concerns and wishes to See the Jow- |
ish-state survive into the neyl cenbury and bi-
yond will think the proposal of 4 state of Pales-
tne by the most powerfil and influeniial first
fady in U.S. history does anylhing excepl dam-
age Israel's security aud undermnine Israeli
trust in the speeial relationship between it and
the United States. - ' ‘
I wotldn't miake Crandpa Nat partieularly
proud, Tl Deinocratic shortsightedness on the
Middle East coinbined with Repuhicun oppor-
lunis may helfy shift tadiional Jewigh sup.

port from left to-zipht,
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