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Israelis, Arabs mustn’t let extremists write a ‘Bosnian future’

By GOEFF BERG

OW, more than & weck after Baruch
Goldstein's murderous rampage in
the mosque in Hebron, Israel, Pyve

come to the conclusior that somelhing in me
has died. For the first time in my life, 1 am
truly and unequivocally ashamed of the ac-
tions taken by another Jew asa Jew. Asa
strong, lifelime supporter of israel, [ was
ready when 1 first heard to news {o join with
Paleslinians in calling for the immediate es-
lablishment of a Palestinian stale on the
West Bank, And ! thought, if 1, a lover of and
censtant advocate for the state of fsrael, am
having such thoughls, wha! must the rest of
the world be thinking?

World opinion now falls on Israel tike a
crushing weight. The government of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabir has announced
tough measures againsl extremist seltlers
and released about 1,000 Arab prisoners as
an act of good will. Palestinians and [srael
Arzbs are doing battle with the Israeli
army. The peace lalks have broken off. The
PLO has demanded an immediate disman-
tlement of all settlements and an undefined
“international presence” in the Occupicd
Territories lo "protect Paleslinians.” carly
this past week, an Israeli sotdier shot and
killed twp Jews.

Althe United Nations, the Palestinians
and other Arabs are asking for a Security
Couneil resolution which would impose
mmmnmwmmn;m forces on Israel and call for a

alt toall building in the territories, inelud-
Ing Israel's capital, Jerusalem.

1 have begun to rethink my position, With-
oul question, the actions and political aims
ol Baruch Geldstein and Kahane Cha; {the
group to which he belonged) are no dilferent
than the racist Hamas Organization, the
leading Palestinian terror group opposed to
Lhe peace talks, But why has the world come
down so hard on Israel? President Ezer
Weitzman calted the act “the worst in Zjon-
Ist history™ and Prime Minister Rabin said
that it was "anti-Jewish.” Clearly, the gov-

Hafez Assad wishes to murder brother Ar-
abs, Is it OK because the landscape is dotled
with other barbarians?

Berg. a law student here, studied fast
summar al Hebrew University in Jerusa.
fem.

Israel is the only democracy in the Middle
East. Because it is, distasteful, racist groups
like Kahane Chal and Koch have been al-
lowed Lo form there and spout their racist
trash. Now that their words of hale have in-

. spired an unspeakable act of hate, Israeli
law will empower Lhe government to act
against them. The members of these and

ernment of Israel is doing all it canina very
difficult situation. But the bombardment has
not let up.

Ewven Syria and Lebanon have broken oft
falks with the Jewish state to show solidar-
ity with the Palestinians. And still the world |
condemnation of Israel cantinues,

Goldstein has put the world's Jews in an
unfamiliar and uncomnfortable position. To-
day, we must defend 1srael by saying thal
“{here I3 terrorism on the other side, too, you
know.” Terrorism on the other side? Who
could have imagined that the world would
ever necd Lo be reminded? What reaction o
Goldstein's act poinls out is an enormaus
double standard thal is applied to the Middle
East.

Since Lhe signing of the peace agreement,
more than 20 [sraeli Jews and many more
Palestinians have been killed by Arab ter-
rorisin. Where has world outrage been since
the mid-1980s when Halez Assad, undisputed
dictater of Syria, slaughlered 20,000 of his
own unarmed people in Hama? Why has the
U .N. Security Council not met to lake up the
Issue of Syrian occupation of Lebanon?

Is there daily coverage of the wild staugh-
ler by the Islamic fundamentalist Sudanese
government of that country’s Christians? No
one said a word abou! Saddam Hussein's
gassing of the Kurds unti] we went to war
over Kuwait. What of the Jews who were
butchered in 2 synagogue in Istanbul by
Arablerrorists?

The erime commitied by Baruch Gold-
stein was immediately denounced in the
strangesi possible language by al govern-
mental, and 99 percent of Jewish nengovern-
mental institullons. AL of the acts listed
above were commitied or spensored by
Arab governments. The alrocitles commit-
ted by despotic Arab regimes are dismissed
oul of hand. Why? If a barbaric dictator like

other groups have cailed the Israeli prime
minister a “lrailer” and worse.

Would Saddam Hussen {olerate such dis-
sent? The answer is an unequivocal “no.”
Just ask Iragi dissidents who are, as the Ara-
bic expression goes, either in London or
dead.

The PLO should not ride the tide of world
sympathy over the shedding of Arab blogd in
order to fashion a new deal with Israel. The
Declaration of Principles and the Cairo

Agreement put aside {he question of seifle-
ments and Jerusalem for now, In those con-
tracls, both sides agreed that the immediate
need was for Palestinian empowerment in
the territories.

I the PLO goes to the U.N. Security Coun-
cil and receives an order for an alleration of
the agreements, how can the Israelis trust
them? Let Yasscr Arafal show some stales-

-manship and stick by his word. If he does
not, there will be no foundation on which to
base future treaties on which twa peoples
will havetorely..

The PLO and the other Arab parties must
return 1o the table and negotiate with Israel.
Their hand has been strengthened; they '
should break with tradition and forgo the
rheloric of the past. The Arabs musl face
their percelved enemy, Israel, and talk, as
Ew father used tosay, like men.

“or Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the Pales-
tinians, the only aliernative is war with Is-
rael and so far they have only lost precious
land in their acts of mititary aggression,

I'do not wish to downplay the public nres.
sure being exerted on Arableaders at this
moment. 1t would indeed be ¢ifficult for
ther to sit in the limelight with Israsl right
new, Hopefully, they havelearned from {he
Oslo example: If they meet in seeret, and
come together publicly ealy {0 announce an
agreement, wide public acceplance can be
expected. Exactly thal shoyid be done here,

The PLO and Israel should adjourn back
to Oslo or some other neutral cily and ham-
mer oul the detaifs of Lhe agreement. When
itis complete, they should fmplement it
right away. Any public dissatisfaction could
then be dealt wilh by a Pajestinian police
foree inGaza and Jericho, under the direc-
tien of the PLO.

The fate of bolh Jews and Palestinians is
inexorably interlwined, for good or ilf; the
destiny of Israetis and Arabs is fixed for ail
lime to The Land. H trust and understanding
cannol be built belween the {wo, a Bosnian
futtre awaits both, as demonstrated by a
man whe personified all that isrolten in the
human spirit, Baruch Goidstein.




